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Robert Levinson, despite repeated U.S. re-
quests. I call on Iran’s leaders to tell us what
they know about his whereabouts.

The United States is committed to pro-
tecting its citizens at home and abroad. We
will maintain our efforts on behalf of these
citizens until all of them are reunited with
their families.

Statement on the Resignation of
Daniel J. Bartlett as Counselor to the
President

June 1, 2007

Laura and I will miss Dan Bartlett very
much. Dan has been a true counselor to the
President. His contribution has been im-
measurable. I value his judgment, and I
treasure his friendship. Since coming to work
for me 14 years ago as I prepared to run
for Governor, Dan has become a husband
and a father. I understand his decision to
make his young family his first priority. His
most important job is to be a loving husband
and father of three young sons. We wish him

all the best.

Proclamation 8153—Caribbean-
American Heritage Month, 2007
June 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During June, we recognize Caribbean
Americans and celebrate the many ways they
contribute to our Nation.

Generations of Caribbean Americans have
helped shape the spirit and character of our
country. These individuals are justly proud
of their Caribbean roots, and they enrich the
American experience by sharing their tradi-
tions, history, and values. Caribbean Ameri-
cans of all walks of life have added to the
vitality, success, and prosperity of our coun-
try. Their hard work and determination in-
spire all who dream of a better life for them-
selves and their families.

Our Nation is deeply grateful to the Carib-
bean Americans who defend our liberty as
members of our Armed Forces. The service
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and sacrifice of these courageous men and
women are helping lay the foundation of
peace for generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2007 as Car-
ibbean-American Heritage Month. I encour-
age all Americans to learn more about the
history and culture of Caribbean Americans
and their contributions to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., June 4, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 5.

Proclamation 8154—National
Homeownership Month, 2007

June 1, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Owning a home is part of the American
dream, and National Homeownership Month
is an opportunity to encourage our citizens
to explore the benefits of owning a home.

Owning a home provides a source of secu-
rity and stability for many of our citizens. My
Administration is committed to fostering an
ownership society and helping more Ameri-
cans realize the great promise of our country.
Today, nearly 70 percent of Americans own
their homes, and the rate of minority home-
ownership has climbed to above 50 percent
since I took office in 2001. The Department
of Housing and Urban Development is con-
tinuing to enforce the Fair Housing Act to
confront housing discrimination and advance
equal housing opportunities for everyone.
We are also working with the Congress to
modernize the Federal Housing Administra-
tion in order to better provide safe, fair, and
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affordable mortgages to first-time home-
owners, minorities, and individuals with less
than perfect credit. In addition, the Amer-
ican Dream Downpayment Act of 2003 is
helping thousands of low to moderate in-
come and minority families with the down-
payment and closing costs on their homes.
My Administration also continues to support
more funding for the Self-Help Homeowner-
ship Opportunity Program and the HOME
Investment Partnership Program, which pro-
vide low-income citizens and minorities with
more homeownership opportunities.

During National Homeownership Month
and throughout the year, I urge citizens to
consider homeownership opportunities in
their communities, and I applaud American
homeowners for helping fuel the economy.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2007 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. T call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of home-
ownership and building a more prosperous
future.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:55 a.m., June 4, 2007]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 5.

Memorandum on Assistance for the
West Bank and Gaza

June 1, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-20

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Assistance for the West Bank and
Gaza

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
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United States of America, including section
550(b) of the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2006 (FOAA)(Public Law 109—
102), as amended by the Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for Defense, the
Global War on Terror, and Hurricane Recov-
ery, 2006 (Public Law 109-234), sections
620K (e) and 620L(b)(4) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act, as added by the Palestinian
Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006 (Public Law 109—
446), and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, I hereby certify and report that:

With respect to the provision of assistance
for the administrative and personal security
costs of the Office of the President of the
Palestinian Authority; for the activities of the
President of the Palestinian Authority to pro-
mote democracy, peaceful resolution of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and the rule of
law and to fulfill his duties as President, in-
cluding, among other things, to maintain con-
trol of the management and security of bor-
der crossings and to foster the Middle East
peace process; and, with respect to inde-
pendent agencies:

e it is in the national security interest of
the United States to provide such assist-
ance;

o as the case may be, the President of the
Palestinian Authority, the President’s
party, and independent agencies and
any members thereof, including any in-
dividual or entity for which assistance
is proposed to be provided, are not
members of, appointed by, or effec-
tively controlled by Hamas or any other
foreign terrorist organization; and

e such assistance provided hereunder will
not be transferred or retransferred to
any member of Hamas or other foreign
terrorist organization or to any entity ef-
fectively controlled by Hamas or other
foreign terrorist organization.

Accordingly, I hereby waive section 550(a)
of the FOAA, as amended, and section
620K(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act, as
amended, with respect to such assistance,
and authorize such assistance for the above
purposes.

Furthermore, I hereby determine that,
with respect to assistance to nongovern-
mental organizations for the West Bank and



